
Study questions for Meditation 6
Use these questions to help guide yourself through the reading.  If you are stuck on any of the questions, please feel free to ask for some assistance.

1. What is the difference between imagination and understanding?
Imagination is the ability to see something with your mind’s eye as if it were present to you. Understanding on the other hand deals in mathematical relations alone and is the ability to perceive all properties of a complex object as easily as a simple object. Descartes uses understanding alone to perceive that a triangle is three-sided and derive all its properties. However, he cannot perceive a thousand-sided figure using imagination. He needs pure understanding to perceive all the properties of a thousand-sided figure. 
2. Which is more essential to our existence – imagination or understanding? Explain
[bookmark: _GoBack]Understanding is more essential to our existence than imagination. Understanding can help solve complex situations that imagination can’t. We can perceive complex things with understanding. Imagination is limited to corporeal objects since it is connected to the body. Imagination relies on something other than the mind for its existence, and that the mediator could still exist without imagining.  
3. What do we mean by imagination?  What does Descartes mean by the term imagination?  Are they the same?
Imagination refers to the act of forming a mental image of something (objects, ideas or concepts) not present to the senses. This is quite different from what Descartes perceives imagination to be. 
According to Descartes, imagination is seeing something with our mind’s eye as if it were preset to us. 
On page 28 Descartes gives us 3 reasons for why nature caused him to judge that he has a body that is uniquely his own. What are they? Why did he end up doubting he end up doubting these judgement?
The first reason is he that he could not be separated from his body as he could from other bodies. Secondly, he felt all his emotions in it and on account of it and thirdly; he was cognizant of pleasure and pain in his body but not in any other body. He ended up doubting all these reasons because he could not understand why some senses would direct him to doing some things like drinking and eating.
4. Now that Descartes knows more about himself does he necessarily need to doubt his senses at all times?  What does he know about himself and how he was created? (P29)
No, he does not need to doubt his senses. His experiences make him to doubt his senses. He admits that he can make errors in thinking, even in matters that seem to be most true. He knows that if he had a clear thought of something, his maker could have created it in a way that corresponds to his thought. His ability to imagine and have sensory perception assures him of his ability to understand himself. 

5. On page 30 Descartes presents us with an argument for why we can say that there are corporeal substances.  Write down the argument.
He argues that sensory ideas are produced by some substance outside or against his will. These substances have all the reality that is represented in the ideas that it produces. These are corporeal substances and if not, then God would be a deceiver. Descartes therefore concludes that bodies exist. 
6. What does nature teach us about pain and pleasure?
It teaches us to avoid things that cause pain and pursue things that give pleasure. 
7. What does Descartes mean when he says “nature teaches me”? (p31)
He means that he couldn’t quite explain the effects of emotions and appetites on his body. So he had to say that he had been “taught by nature.” According to him, nature can be misleading and can lead you to danger. Also, nature does not know everything, thus it is limited in some situations. 

8. How should we address faulty information given to us through our senses?  (pp31-32)
By avoiding taking rush conclusions and decisions. We should pause and think about the question instead of rushing to conclusions. 

9. On pages 32-34 Descartes expands on the relationship between the mind and the body.  What does he say? (He uses the example of an injury to the foot to highlight the relationship between the mind and the body and error.)
He says that the mind and the body can exist independently. The body and mind are independent, and they are capable of existing without each other. Again Descartes asserts that the body is naturally divisible while the mind is indivisible. 
10. How do we know we aren’t dreaming?
We are not dreaming if what we are thinking is linked to memory with all the other actions of life. 
